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Autumn Term 2025

Here is a reminder of the Communication boards that are widely used
across the school to ensure our pupils are using familiar language to
communicate about their online experiences. These boards are in all
classes and available for home at request or if the teacher thinks it
appropriate for the individual (please contact your child’s teacher).

These mats are aimed to give all students a voice to communicate in a
simple way about what they think good/not good online. The aim is for
students to use these boards to communicate about their activity online, we
will achieve this by first modelling pointing to the words as we chat along-
side students when they are online.

There are 2 formats to meet the individual needs of our students.
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* What s it?

Tech related
communication’

Language is constantly evolving. The words,
phrases and even emojis used on soclal media
have transformed how young people
communicate. Many children now use memes
and gifs to express how they feel and
sometimes it can feel like young people are
speaking a completely differentlanguage to
adults, Notonly are acronyms present, but
words have literally changed meaning, and
the use of emojis, memes and gifs have almost
made technology related communication a
viable alternative language.

Emojis are graphic symbols that represent kieas
nll wordg n?ey range fromsmileystoquite
random objects from eve fife. Whilst the
meaning of most emolis are quits [iteral some
have been adopted to mean something else,
including inappropriate themes.

ju usir‘:a'wal—known images
users are familiarwith to help provide context
around theie meaning.

Used In a similarway, GiFs ara short videa files that
halp communicate an opinion, amotion or
highlight the 'unnv side of something on the
Intemet: These too often use well-known scenes,
animations or people and can be understood
Wwithout'the need forsaund:

Look up text speak

Tlg to ﬁnderstand

ww.nationalonlinesafety.com Twitter- @natonlinesafety
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False sense of security

Text based communication can sometimes
provide young people with afalse sense of
security and give them greater confidence to
share something personal with someone. If sent
tothe wrong person, this could be shared further
or lead to embarrassment or humiliation.

Impact mood

inding written messages accompanied by
s or GiFs isn't the same as speaking
to someone face to face where you can hear tone
of voice and read facial expressions. Itcan be
easy to misinterpret messages which can lead to
upset, hurt or feelings of anger.

Sometimes the use of emojis and GIFs can be
ide a more serious meanin(e behind

messa his could be to mask an
inappropriate conversation, discuss things in
secret or even develop from what m‘\?hl be
perceived as banterinto a form of bullying.
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Don't forget our School website has information and links to websites,

previous newsletters and lots more!

www.curnow.cornwall.sch.uk and click on the ‘parents’ section




